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May	  11,	  2012 
	  
Congressman	  Howard	  L.	  Berman	  	  
2221	  Rayburn	  House	  Office	  Building	  	  
Washington,	  D.C.	  20515	  
 
Dear	  Congressman	  Berman: 
 
You	  have	  introduced	  three	  bills	  that	  are	  American	  manufacturing	  
job	  killers	  that	  directly	  affect	  my	  company,	  Command	  Packaging.	  We	  
employ	  more	  than	  250	  American	  workers	  in	  Vernon,	  California.	   
 
The	  bills	  in	  question	  are	  designed	  to	  extend	  the	  temporary	  
suspension	  of	  duty	  on	  three	  types	  of	  reusable	  shopping	  bags.	  The	  
bills	  in	  question	  are;	  	  H.R.4822	  ,	  H.R.4823	  ,	  and	  H.R.4824	  . 
 
These	  imported	  products	  directly	  compete	  with	  a	  developing	  
American	  reusable	  bag	  manufacturing	  industry.	  Since	  the	  grocery	  
sack	  reduction	  movement	  began	  in	  California,	  companies	  like	  
Command	  Packaging	  have	  invested	  millions	  in	  equipment	  to	  both	  
manufacture	  reusable	  bags	  and	  recycle	  plastic	  to	  be	  used	  as	  the	  raw	  
material	  for	  those	  bags.	   
 
Making	  imports	  from	  China	  more	  affordable	  directly	  affects	  our	  
ability	  to	  compete.	  Any	  reduction	  in	  duties	  on	  imports	  will	  
substantially	  hurt	  not	  only	  our	  business	  but	  all	  American	  bag	  
manufacturing	  companies.	  In	  addition,	  it	  will	  be	  a	  serious	  job	  killer	  
to	  a	  developing	  recycling	  infrastructure	  in	  which	  the	  private	  sector	  
is	  now	  investing. 
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After	  all	  the	  discussion	  by	  the	  current	  administration	  to	  develop	  
green	  manufacturing	  jobs	  it	  is	  astonishing	  that	  you	  would	  continue	  
to	  make	  it	  easier	  to	  import	  more	  goods	  into	  the	  United	  States	  and	  
replace	  precious	  American	  manufacturing	  jobs.	  If	  the	  Obama	  
administration	  is	  serious	  about	  creating	  jobs	  and	  restoring	  
America's	  economy	  these	  types	  of	  bills	  must	  stop. 
 
I	  invite	  you	  to	  look	  at	  our	  website,	  www.commandpackaging.com	  
and	  our	  reusable	  bag	  website	  www.truereusablebags.com.	  You	  will	  
see	  that	  we	  are	  a	  legitimate	  California	  manufacturer	  of	  reusable	  
bags,	  as	  well	  as	  a	  plastic	  recycling	  company.	  I	  would	  also	  like	  to	  
invite	  you	  to	  visit	  our	  Los	  Angeles	  facility.	  	  I’m	  sure	  a	  site	  visit	  would	  
help	  you	  understand	  how	  your	  bills	  will	  destroy	  thousands	  more	  
green	  American	  jobs	  in	  your	  home	  state	  and	  throughout	  the	  United	  
States. 
 
These	  tariff	  reductions	  are	  not	  necessary	  to	  enhance	  the	  green	  
movement	  in	  the	  US.	  In	  reality	  they	  take	  us	  backwards.	  Reusable	  
bags	  made	  locally	  from	  recycled	  plastics	  have	  proven	  to	  be	  the	  
greenest	  approach	  to	  reducing	  plastic	  in	  our	  society.	  It	  is	  also	  the	  
model	  Europe	  has	  adopted. 
 
Sincerely,	  

 
Peter	  M.	  Grande 
Chief	  Executive	  Officer	  


